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What is Nuclear Medicine?

Nuclear Medicine is a branch of medicine that uses
small amounts of radioactivity to obtain pictures
that show different organs of the body function. This
procedure is often referred to as a scan.

Why does my child need a Nuclear Medicine
scan?

Your doctor has asked for a Nuclear Medicine scan
in order to provide information about growth,
organ function or to explain the cause of pain. Our
Department is capable of performing scans on children
and babies.

What can | do to prepare my child?

You may nd it helpful to talk to your child beforehand.
You are welcome to phone us, or visit before the
appointment and pass on any information about your
child that you think may be relevant. If you wish to
consider the use of a local anesthetic cream for your
child, please discuss this with the nurse or technologist
when you arrive. You will need to arrive early to allow
the cream time to work.

What is involved?

Childrenand babies are weighed on arrival. The amount
of radioactivity given is kept as low as possible so it is
individually calculated for your child. A small needle is
used for the injection into a vein, usually in the hand
or arm. You may hold your child during the injection
if you wish. After the injection, the scan may begin
immediately or there may be a waiting time while
the injection localizes in the area of the body being
studied. Please refer to your appointment letter.

How are the pictures taken?

Your child will lie on a scanning bed. It is not
necessary to remove any clothing. A specially trained
technologist takes the pictures by positioning a large



